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§200.438 Entertainment costs.

Costs of entertainment, including
amusement, diversion, and social ac-
tivities and any associated costs are
unallowable, except where specific
costs that might otherwise be consid-
ered entertainment have a pro-
grammatic purpose and are authorized
either in the approved budget for the
Federal award or with prior written ap-
proval of the Federal awarding agency.

§200.439 Equipment and other capital
expenditures.

(a) See §§200.13 Capital expenditures,
200.33 Equipment, 200.89 Special pur-
pose equipment, 200.48 General purpose
equipment, 200.2 Acquisition cost, and
200.12 Capital assets.

(b) The following rules of allow-
ability must apply to equipment and
other capital expenditures:

(1) Capital expenditures for general
purpose equipment, buildings, and land
are unallowable as direct charges, ex-
cept with the prior written approval of
the Federal awarding agency or pass-
through entity.

(2) Capital expenditures for special
purpose equipment are allowable as di-
rect costs, provided that items with a
unit cost of $5,000 or more have the
prior written approval of the Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty.
(3) Capital expenditures for improve-
ments to land, buildings, or equipment
which materially increase their value
or useful life are unallowable as a di-
rect cost except with the prior written
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy, or pass-through entity. See §200.436
Depreciation, for rules on the allow-
ability of depreciation on buildings,
capital improvements, and equipment.
See also §200.465 Rental costs of real
property and equipment.

(4) When approved as a direct charge
pursuant to paragraphs (b)(1) through
(3) of this section, capital expenditures
will be charged in the period in which
the expenditure is incurred, or as oth-
erwise determined appropriate and ne-
gotiated with the Federal awarding
agency.

(5) The unamortized portion of any
equipment written off as a result of a
change in capitalization levels may be
recovered by continuing to claim the

§200.442

otherwise allowable depreciation on
the equipment, or by amortizing the
amount to be written off over a period
of years negotiated with the Federal
cognizant agency for indirect cost.

(6) Cost of equipment disposal. If the
non-Federal entity is instructed by the
Federal awarding agency to otherwise
dispose of or transfer the equipment
the costs of such disposal or transfer
are allowable.

§200.440 Exchange rates.

(a) Cost increases for fluctuations in
exchange rates are allowable costs sub-
ject to the availability of funding, and
prior approval by the Federal awarding
agency. The Federal awarding agency
must however ensure that adequate
funds are available to cover currency
fluctuations in order to avoid a viola-
tion of the Anti-Deficiency Act.

(b) The non-Federal entity is re-
quired to make reviews of local cur-
rency gains to determine the need for
additional federal funding before the
expiration date of the Federal award.
Subsequent adjustments for currency
increases may be allowable only when
the non-Federal entity provides the
Federal awarding agency with ade-
quate source documentation from a
commonly used source in effect at the
time the expense was made, and to the
extent that sufficient Federal funds are
available.

§200.441 Fines, penalties, damages
and other settlements.

Costs resulting from non-Federal en-
tity violations of, alleged violations of,
or failure to comply with, Federal,
state, tribal, local or foreign laws and
regulations are unallowable, except
when incurred as a result of compli-
ance with specific provisions of the
Federal award, or with prior written
approval of the Federal awarding agen-
cy. See also §200.435 Defense and pros-
ecution of criminal and civil pro-
ceedings, claims, appeals and patent
infringements.

§200.442 Fund raising and investment
management costs.

(a) Costs of organized fund raising,
including financial campaigns, endow-
ment drives, solicitation of gifts and
bequests, and similar expenses incurred
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